
THE GOSPEL     Mark 7:31-37 

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of 

Sidon toward the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 
32 They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 

speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 He took him 

aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his 

ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to 

heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 
35 And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, 

and he spoke plainly. 

36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered 

them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded 

beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes 

the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

 

 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

(HYMN TO JOY) 

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 

stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

3 Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. 

Love divine is reigning o'er us, joining all in heaven's plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 

Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- September 5, 2021 – 

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Everyone 

is welcome to the Table of Grace! Pick up bread and juice in the Narthex. 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to John Broadhead on the 

death of his brother-in-law Boyd in Vancouver Island, British Columbia. 

The Presbyterian Women Circle of Mary will meet Wednesday at 

12 noon in the Fellowship Hall for lunch and study. All women are invited! 

We continue to be a blessing to Lynn Haven Elementary School! 

Through September 23, we are receiving donations of the following:  

• sweatpants and sweatshirts, child sizes 4 - 12 

• boy's and girl's sneakers, all sizes 

• children's low-cut socks, all colors 

• boy's and girl's coats 

• boy's and girl's winter hats 

If you'd prefer to give cash, "personal shoppers" will do the shopping for 

you! Either way, bring items to the church office M - Th (9-2) or to the 

sanctuary on Sundays. “Like a good neighbor, First Church is here!” 

In observance of Labor Day, the church office will be closed 

tomorrow. Be safe and enjoy your day! 

Statement from the Session Regarding Covid-19, 8/8/2021: 

As Christians our primary concern is care for others and ourselves.  

As the Delta variant of Covid-19 puts people in the hospital who are unvaccinated and can 

make sick even those who are vaccinated, what is our Christian response?  

Since those who are vaccinated can still get the virus and can pass it on to others, what is 

our Christian response?  

As we strive to care for others and ourselves at First Presbyterian Church, what is our 

Christian response? 

Shouldn’t our Christian response be to do what we can to help care for others and 

ourselves? Given the heightened impact of Covid-19, the Session strongly recommends 

that everyone – unvaccinated and vaccinated alike – wear masks during worship and at 

small group gatherings.  

Further, we encourage all who are unvaccinated to get vaccinated as soon as possible.  

VISIT OUR CHURCH WEBSITE … from your bulletin! Simply scan 

the QR code with your phone’s camera and it will allow you to 

subscribe, view the bulletin, or visit the church website! 
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MORNING WORSHIP 

15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 5, 2021 

10:00 AM 

 

  

 

ADVENT |  CHRISTMAS |  EPIPHANY 

LENT |  EASTER |  PENTECOST  



Welcome to all who gather to worship this day! We are 

now in the season of Pentecost, which focuses on the teachings of 

Jesus and how we are shaped and challenged by them. It is our 

hope that you feel the warmth of God’s presence and welcome 

here. If this is your first time joining us, we are honored by your 

presence and hope to see you again soon! To stay informed, scan the QR code or 

visit www.firstchurchlh.org and subscribe to our weekly email.  

- About the Service - 

Wearing a face mask is strongly recommended for both vaccinated and 

unvaccinated individuals. Please observe responsible physical distancing as a 

courtesy to others worshipping with us. 

The single chime and Prelude call us to silent, prayerful preparation for worship. 

The People’s words are in bold text.   *Indicates that the congregation may rise. 

Offering plates are in the Narthex (sanctuary entrance) before and after worship. 

 
 

a member congregation of: 

The Presbytery of Florida, 

The Synod of South Atlantic, and 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

The Session (spiritual leaders of the church): 

Moderator: The Rev. Lisa Martin 

Clerk of Session: Rosa Stanley 

Class Of 2021: Marcia Burden, Steve Gabbard 

Class Of 2022: Rich Kangas, Nancy Mills, Wanda Wallace 

Class Of 2023: Huey Hayes, Ann Fyfe 

 

- CHURCH STAFF & CONTACT INFORMATION - 

Rev. Lisa Martin 

  Pastor 

  revlwmartin@gmail.com 

Brad Thoreson 

  Music Director, Organist 

  bradfpclh@gmail.com 

Aline Trusell 

  Administrative Assistant 

  firstpresbylh@gmail.com 

Church Office: 

810 Georgia Avenue 

Lynn Haven, FL 32444 

Hours: M-Th 9 AM – 2 PM 

 

Phone: 850.265.2051 

Email: firstpresbylh@gmail.com 

Facebook: @FirstPresbyLHFL 

Web: www.firstchurchlh.org 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
PRELUDE 
  “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” arr. Brad Thoreson  

CHIMING THE HOUR 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Isaiah 35) 

The eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
The lame will leap like a deer, and the speechless sing for joy.  
Waters will break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 
The burning sand will become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water. 
And everyone will be astounded at the goodness of the Lord! 

*OPENING PRAYER (pray together) 

We thank you, loving God, that in due season all will be made 
well in the world, and we will be astounded beyond measure! 
Accept our worship and service until that time comes. By your 
Spirit, strengthen our resolve to love as you love. Give us all joy 
in believing, so that our devotion is worthy of your acceptance. 
In the name of Christ our victorious Savior we pray, Amen. 

PIANO PRAISE 
  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” arr. Don Pardoe   

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsive) 

You have called us, O God,  
yet we refuse to listen. 
You have made paths of hope in the deserts of our lives, 
but we cling to old, useless ways. 
We have taken what you have given us, 
and we have used those gifts for our own selfish desires. 
Forgive us, we pray, and restore us to full and abundant life, 
So that our actions and words reflect your glory. Amen. 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

ANTHEM 
  “Sweet Rivers of Mercy” Sheldon Curry 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD 
NEW TESTAMENT     Mark 7:31-37 (see back side fold) 

MESSAGE 
  “Astounded Beyond Measure” Rev. Lisa Martin 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
*DECLARATION OF OUR FAITH (PCUSA) 

Jesus was what we are. He grew up in a family and a society 
troubled by the common problems of the world. He felt deeply 
the joy of friendship and the hurt of rejecting. Jesus prayed, 
struggled with temptation, knew anger, and was subject to +was 
what we should be. He served his Father with complete trust and 
unwavering obedience. He loved all people and accepted their 
love. We recognize in Jesus what God created us to be. He 
demonstrates the new humanity that God promises to give. 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
  “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)” Chris Tomlin 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
& THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 
THE RISEN LORD 

*HYMN  
   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (see back side fold) 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE 
  “O Happy Day” African American spiritual, arr. Bradley Thoreson 
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